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There is another point to be considered. Did England
really swallow her national pride and adopt towards America
the attitude that she appeared to ? What was the reason for
this apparent craven-heartedness ? Andre Siegfried says in
his book, England's Crisis :
Today, in a mere decade, without a war, without a struggle,
without seeming to care, this same England — is she the same ?
— has renounced her supremacy, at least in principle, at the
request of the United States. We are forced to regard this
renunciation as a loss of prestige. The English would have you
believe that it is simply common sense, and that it had to be
done. If they feel humiliated they certainly do not show it.*
Needs must . . ., the English seem to say. The Americans
are not absolute strangers. We both have the same origin, the
same civilization, the same language — almost ! After all, we
made them. We know — or at least we prefer to believe — that
when they build a Fleet equal to ours they have no aggressive
intentions against us. With Napoleon or William II it was
entirely different. In the future the British and American Fleets
will work together to police the seas and maintain the peace
of the world, and it will be an Anglo-Saxon peace. There is
surely neither objection nor humiliation in that ?
The English console themselves in this way, but at the
bottom of their hearts is a strong under-current of dis-
satisfaction. The more the Americans boast, the more they-
look askance at them. To quote Siegfried again :
Though their political watchword ought to be friendship, the
English can hardly contain their antipathy for their American
cousins. They rail against their accent, their manners, and their
lack of culture ; for the first time they show an inferiority complex
towards these all-powerful nouveaux riches. In their humiliation
they hope that they have made no decisive concessions. "Even
if the Americans do build this Fleet,35 they say, "will they know
how to use it ? Will they ever be able to man it ? Seamanship
requires long training, and cannot be improvised." They consider
that the United States, being essentially a continental country,
is ill-prepared for a seafaring life. Also, it is scarcely better
equipped for the complications of international commerce and
politics. They comfort themselves with the thought that for years
to come America will need them to act as intermediary ! J
* Andr6 Siegfried : England's Crisis. Tr. H. H. and Doris Hemming, p. 239.
f Ibid., p. 241.
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